
Center Loop Review
Paid for by MassDOT’s Shared Streets and Spaces Grant



Background

- August 2020, MassDOT released the Shared Streets and Spaces grant. 

- Grant aimed to support improvements to the “public realm (plazas, 
sidewalks, curbs, streets, bus stops, parking areas, and other public 
spaces) in support of public health, safe mobility, and renewed commerce.”

- This is a “Quick-Launch/Quick-Build” municipal funding program.

- Focus on pilot projects that could inform future projects.



Our Goal

We viewed this grant as our opportunity to introduce 
bike infrastructure to Chicopee and make our streets 
safer for all users, while simultaneously addressing 
current COVID needs such as safe outdoor recreation, 
safe bus alternatives, and a way of attracting people to 
our business district.



Weighing Impacts of Bike Lane Location

- Economic impacts 
associated with the 
removal of parking of 
businesses along the 
route

- Residential parking 
needs

- Safe traffic circulation



Parking Concerns

- Broke down on-street parking concerns 
based on the following criteria:

- Does the business have an off 
street parking lot? 

- Is the Center Loop on their street?
- Is the Center Loop on their side of 

the street?

- Total On-Street Parking Numbers
- Prior to Center Loop: 237
- Number Removed: 65 (27%)
- Parking Spaces Remaining: 172



Safe Traffic Flow

- Traffic concerns were 
addressed with the DPW’s 
assistance, particularly the 
Engineering and Highway 
Departments. 

- Helped inform the Center 
Loops final location.



Initial Proposal - Sep 2020

- Initial Grant Request was for 
$133,638.40

- Included 
- Self watering planter 

delineators along Center St
- Orange looper cones along 

the rest of the Loop
- MassDOT: Too Expensive, 

asked to re-submit with 
changes



Second Proposal - Dec 2020

- Round 2 Grant for $76,642.50 
($56,996.40 less)

- Included 
- Wave delineators 
- Line painting 

- MassDOT: Awarded

This proposal was cheaper, less labor 
intensive, more flexible for future reuse, 

and more aesthetically pleasing. 



Bike Infrastructure Introduced  



Community Outreach

- Presentation to 
Businesses at TDI 
Partnership Monthly 
Meeting (4/29)

- Personalized Letter 
Campaign (7/20) Half of the businesses that received a 

personalized letter that was tailored to them based 
on their location. 



Work in Progress 

- We’ve heard concerns, and 
worked to address them:

- Kos Hardware
- Westfield Bank
- Eileen’s Cak’s
- Portuguese American Club
- On street handicap parking 

locations 
- We have a feedback form on our 

website: 
https://chicopeema.gov/908/Center-Loop 

https://chicopeema.gov/908/Center-Loop


Map Page 1



Map Page 2



Map Page 3



Map Page 4



Map Page 5



Map Page 6



Map Page 7


